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An  Appeal  by  German  Theologians  “ To  the  Evangelical 
Christians  Abroad/ ’ 

In  this  age  of  opportunity,  without  a parallel  in  history,  when 
Christendom  has  been  granted  access  to,  and  decisive  influence 
upon  the  entire  non-Christian  world,  the  Christian  peoples  of  Europe 
are  about  to  rend1  one  another  in  fratricidal  war.  • . 

A systematic  network  of  lies,  controlling  the  international  tele- 
graph service,  is  endeavouring  in  other  lands  to  cast  upon  our  people 
and  its  government  the  guilt  for  the  outbreak  of  this  war,  and  has 
dared  to  dispute  the  inner  right  of  us  and  our  Emperor  to  invoke  the 
assistance  of  God.  The  necessity  is  therefore  laid  upon  us,  who  are 
known  among  Christians  abroad  as  men  who  have  worked  for  the 
propagation  of  the  gospel  among  foreign  peoples  and  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  cultural  ties  and  friendly  relations  between  Germany  and 
other  Christian  nations,  to  offer  to  the  entire  public  our  testimony 
concerning  this  war. 

For  forty-three  years  our  people  has  maintained  peace.  Wher- 
ever a danger  of  war  arose  in  other  lands,  our  nation  has  exerteu 
-herself  to  assist  in  removing  or  diminishing  it.  Her  ideal  was 
peaceful  work.  She  has  contributed  a worthy  share  to  the  cul- 
tural wealth  of  the  modem  world.  She  has  not  dreamed  of  de- 
priving others  of  light  and  air.  She  desired  to  thrust  no  one  from 
his  place.  In  friendly  competition  with  other  peoples,  she  has 
developed  the  gifts  which  God  had  given  her.  Her  industry 
brought  her  rich  fruit.  She  won  also  a modest  share  in  the  task 
of  colonisation  in  the  primitive  world,  and  was  exerting  herself 
do  offer  her  contribution  to  the  remoulding  of  Eastern  Asia.  She 
has  left  no  one,  who  is  willing  to  see  the  truth,  in  doubt  as  to  her 
peaceful  disposition.  Only  under  the  compulsion  to  repel  a wanton 
' ^attack  has  she  now  drawn  the  sword. 

As  our  government  was  exerting  itself  to  localise  the  justifiable 
vengeance  for  an  abominable  royal  murder,  and  to  avoid  the  out- 
break of  war  between  two  neighbouring  Great  Powers,  one  of  them, 

* whilst  invoking  the  mediation  of  our  Emperor,  proceeded  (in  spite 
<r  of  its  pledged  word)  to  threaten  our  frontiers,  and  compelled  us 
~ to  protect  our  land  from  being  ravaged  by  Asiatic  barbarism.  Then 
our  adversaries  were  joined  also  by  those  who  by  blood  and  history 
and  faith  are  our  brothers,  with  whom  we  felt  ourselves  in  the 
common  world-task  more  closely  bound  than  with  almost  any  other 
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nation.  Over  against  a world  in  arms,  we  recognise  clearly  that 
we  have  to  defend  our  existence,  our  individuality,  our  culture,  and 
our  honour.  No  scruple  holds  back  our  enemies,  where  in  their 
opinion  there  is  a prospect,  through  our  destruction,  of  seizing  for 
themselves  an  economic  advantage  or  an  increase  of  power,  a frag- 
ment of  our  motherland,  our  colonial  possessions,  or  our  trade.  We 
stand  over  against  this  raging  of  the  peoples,  fearless  because  of 
our  trust  in  the  holy  and  righteous  God.  Precisely  because  this  war 
has  been  wantonly  thrust  upon  our  people,  it  finds  us  a single  people, 
in  which  distinctions  of  race  and  rank,  of  parties  and  confessions,  • 

have  vanished’.  In  a holy  enthusiasm,  not  shrinking  from  battle  * 

and  from  death,  and  looking  to  God,  we  are  all  of  one  mind  and 
prepared  joyfully  to  stake  our  all  for  our  land  and  our  liberty.  f 

Unnameable  horrors  have  been  committed  against  Germans  living 
peaceably  abroad — against  women  and  children,  against  wounded 
and  physicians — cruelties  and  shamelessness  such  as  many  a heathen 
and  Mohammedan  war  has  not  revealed.  Are  these  the  fruits,  by 
which  the  non-Christian  peoples  are  to  recognise  whose  disciples 
the  Christian  nations  are?  Even  the  not  unnatural  excitement  of 
a people,  whose  neutrality — already  violated  by  our  adversaries — 
could  under  the  pressure  of  implacable  necessity  not  be  respected, 
affords  no  excuse  for  inhumanities,  nor  does  it  lessen  the  shame 
that  such  could  take  place  in  a land  long  ago  christianised.  Into 
the  centre  of  Africa  the  war  has  been  unscrupulously  carried, 
although  military  operations  there  are  entirely  irrelevant  to  its 
decision,  and  although  the  participation  of  natives,  who  have  been 
pacified  but  a few  decenniums,  in  a war  of  white  against  white, 
conjures  up  the  terrible  danger  of  a native  rising.  These  primitive 
.peoples  learned  to  know  Christianity  as  the  religion  of  love  and  peace 
as  opposed  to  racial  feuds  and  the  cruelties  of  their  chiefs.  Now 
they  are  being  led  in  arms  against  one  another  by  the  peoples  who 
brought  them  this  gospel.  Thus  flourishing  mission-fields  are  being 
trampled  in  ruin. 

Into  the  war  which  the  Czar  has  openly  proclaimed  as  the  deci- 
sive campaign  against  Teutonism  and  Protestantism,  heathen  Japan 
is  now  also  called  under  the  pretext  of  an  alliance.  The  mission- 
fields  which  the  World  Missionary  Conference  in  Edinburgh  indi- 
cated as  the  most  important  in  the  present  day — mid-Africa  with 
its  rivalry  between  Christendom  and  Islam  for  the  black  races,  and 
Eastern  Asia  remoulding  its  life — are  now  becoming  the  scenes  of 
embittered  struggles  between  peoples  who  bore  in  a special  degree 
the  responsibility  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  Great  Commission  in 
these  lands. 

Our  Christian  friends  abroad  know  how  joyfully  we  German 
Christians  greeted  the  fellowship  in  faith  and  service  which  the 
Edinburgh  World  Missionary  Conference  left  as  a sacred  legacy 
to  Protestant  Christendom ; they  know  also  how  we  have,  to  the 
best  of  our  ability,  co-operated  in  order  that  among  the  Christian 
nations,  with  their  competing  political  and  economic  interests,  there 
should  arise  a Christianity  united  and  joyous  in  the  recognition  of 


the  task  entrusted ' to  it  by  God.  It  was  also  to  us  a matter  of 
conscience  to  remove  by  every  means  political  misunderstandings 
and  ill-feelings  and  to  assist  in  bringing  about  friendly  relations 
between  the  nations.  We  have  -now  to  endure  the  taunt  that  we 
have  believed  in.  the  power  of  the  Christian  faith  to  conquer  the 
wickedness  of  those  who  are  seeking  war,  and  we  encounter  the 
reproach  that  our  efforts  for  peace  have  only  served  to  conceal 
from  our  people  the  true  attitude  of  their  enemies.  Nevertheless, 
we  do  not  regret  that  we  have  thus  endeavoured  to  promote  peace. 
Our  people  could  not  enter  into  this  struggle  with  so  clear  a con- 
science if  leading  men  of  its  ecclesiastical,  scientific,  and  commer- 
cial life  had  not  in  such  manifold  ways  exerted  themselves  to  make 
this  fratricidal  strife  impossible. 

Not  for  the  sake  of  our  people,  whose  sword  is  bright  and  keen 
for  the  sake  of  the  unique  world-task  of  the  Christian  peoples 
in  the  decisive  hour  of  the  world-mission,  we  now  address  our- 
selves to  the  evangelical  Christians  abroad  in  neutral  and  inimical 
lands. 

We  were  hoping  that  through  God  there  should  arise  from  the 
responsibility  of  the  hour  a stream  of  new  life  for  the  Christian 
peoples.  Already  we  were  able  to  trace  in  our  German  Churches 
the  powerful  effects  of  this  blessing,  and  the  fellowship  with  the 
Christians  of  other  lands  in  obedience  to  the  universal  commission 
of  Jesus  was  to  us  a service  of  sacred  joy. 

If  this  fellowship  is  now  irreparably  destroyed; 

if  the  peoples  among  whom  missions  and  brotherly  love  had 
begun  to  be  a power  lapse  into  savagery  in  murderous 
war  through  hate  and  bitterness; 

if  a simply  incurable  rent  has  been  made  in'  Teutonic  Pro- 
testantism ; 

if  Christian  Europe  forfeits  a notable  portion  of  her  position 
in  the  world; 

if  the  sacred  springs  from  which  her  peoples,  should  derive 
their  own  life  and  should  offer  it  to  others  are  corrupted 
and  choked ; 

the  guilt  of  this  rests,  this  we  hereby  declare  before  our  Christian 
brethren  of  other  lands  with  calm  certainty,  not  on  our  people.  We 
know  full  well  that  through  this  sanguinary  judgment  God  is  also 
calling  our  nation  to  repentance,  and  we  rejoice  that  she  is  hearing  . 
His  holy  voice  and  turning  to  Him.  But  in  this  we  know  that  we 
are  at  one  with  all  the  Christians  among  our  people,  that  we  can 
and  must  repudiate  on  their  behalf  and  on  behalf  of  their  Govern- 
ment the  responsibility  for  the  terrible  crime  of  this  war  and  all 
its  consequences  for  the  development  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  on 
earth.  With  the  deepest  conviction  we  must  attribute  it  to  those 
who  have  long  secretly  and  cunningly  been  spinning  a web  of  con- 
spiracy against  Germany,  which  now  they  have  flung  over  us  in 
order  to  strangle  us  therein. 
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We  direct  our  appeal  to  the  conscience  oi  our  unrisDian  oretnren 
in  other  lands,  and  press  upon  them  the  question,  what  God 
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now  requires  of  them,  and  what  can  and  must  take  place,  in  order 
that,  through  blindness  and  unscrupulousness  in  God’s  great  hour 
of  the  missionary  enterprise,  Christendom  shall  not  be  robbed  of 
its  power  and  of  its  right  to  serve  as  His  messenger  to  non-Christian 
humanity. 

The  Holy  God  carries  on  His  work  to  its  goal,  even  through 
the  storm  and  horror  of  war,  and  permits  no  human  wickedness  to 
defeat  His  purpose.  Therefore  we  come  before  Him  with  tl 


prayer : 


‘ ‘ Hallowed  be  Thy  Name ; 
Thy  Kingdom  come; 
Thy  Will  be  done  ! ” 


